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LETTER FROM THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT 

 
Welcome to Sainte Marie! 
 
Congratulations! You have moved to a special place. Throughout 
the nearly 175 years of its existence, Ste. Marie has had its ups 
and downs, but its residents have always had a vision about this 
community that helped it survive and thrive.  
 
No matter what is happening……. 
-our lawns are always mowed every week during the summer, 
-our yards are neat and clean,  
-we pick up trash that we see on the street or in the ditches,  
-we help our neighbors (cut up a tree that has toppled, cut their 
lawn if their lawnmower is out of commission, help older 
residents shovel their snow, etc.), 
-we join together each spring for a town-wide, volunteer clean-
up, 
-we get involved – in the Community Club, in church activities, in 
the American Legion, in the local PTA, etc. 
 
We have PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY and how it looks to the 
outside world. 
 
Please join us in making Sainte Marie one of the best places to 
live in Southeastern Illinois!  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill Hartrich 
Mayor 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

 
Illinois State Representative: David Reis  

District Office  
219 E. Main 
P.O. Box 189  
Olney, IL 62450 
Phone: 618-392-0108 
Fax: 618-392-0107 
Office Hours (M-F): 
8:30am - 4:30pm 

Capitol Office 
228-N Stratton Building 
Springfield, IL 62706 
Phone: 217-782-2087 
Fax: 217-782-1336  
 
www.davidreis.org 

 
 
Illinois State Senator: John O. Jones 
District Office                  Capitol Office   
2929 Broadway                  103D State Capitol 
Mount Vernon, IL                  Springfield, IL 62706 

Phone: 618-782-4079  217-782-0471 

Fax: 618-242-9516  217-242-9516 
    johnojones@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
US Congressman: John Shimkus 
Closest District Office Washington, DC Office 
120 South Fair  2452 Rayburn House Office Building 
Olney, IL 62450  Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (618) 392-7737 Phone: (202) 225-5271 
Fax: (618) 395-8178  Fax: (202) 225-5880 
    www.house.gov/shimkus 
 
 
US Senator: Richard Durbin 
Closest District Office Washington, DC Office 
701 N. Court St.  309 Hart Senate Bldg. 
Marion, IL 62959  Washington, DC 20510 
8:30 am to 5 pm  9 am to 6 pm  
Phone: (618) 998-8812 Phone: (202) 224-2152   
Fax: (618) 997-0176   Fax: (202) 228-0400  
    www.durbin.senate.gov 
 

mailto:johnojones@sbcglobal.net
http://www.house.gov/shimkus
http://www.durbin.senate.gov/
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CONTACT THE VILLAGE 

 
Village Hall 
Main Street, P.O. Box 57 
Sainte Marie, IL 62459 
or 
Call Mayor Bill Hartrich 
455-1315 
 

Zoning Issues (See information below) 

Contact Zoning Chairman Maxine Calvert 455-3227 
 
What does ZONING have to do with you? 
In 1973, the village of Ste. Marie passed a comprehensive zoning 
ordinance that has been cited as a model by other local communities. 
What this means to you as a new resident is this:  
1. There are restrictions on certain uses of the land in the village. Any 

non-conforming use must go before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals/Village Board. Call if you are planning to start a business in 
your house or building a business in a residential area or starting any 
new building project. You MUST get permission before you begin or 
you may find yourself changing plans or even tearing down 
something you have built! 

2. You must have a permit for new structures on your property..  
3. Mobile homes are restricted. 
4. You must have a permit for fences, walls and hedges that you plan to 

build. 
5. Use and appearance of permanent signs must be approved. 

This is only a partial list of the rules adopted in 1973. In addition, 
there are more recent ordinances addressing such village problems 
as: 
-Keeping weeds controlled on your property 
-Keeping dogs on a leash 
-Being cited for having abandoned cars on your property 
Again, this is a partial list. Call the Zoning Chairman, Maxine Calvert, 
for a more complete list. 455-3227 
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WHAT’S DIFFERENT ABOUT SAINTE MARIE 

 
Neat and Clean 
Yes, that is how people describe Ste. Marie. You can help as a new 
resident by making sure your property matches this description. Be 
proud of your community. You are lucky to be living in such a 
beautiful little town! 
 
The River 
Its name is the Embarras – yes,  that is the correct spelling. It’s a 
French word and is pronounced “Am-braw.”  The river, the north 
boundary of the village, occasionally leaves its gentleness behind and 
turns into riotous floodwaters that cut off the Sainte Marie Road 
going north out of town, floods hundreds of acres north and east of 
town and threatens levees up and down the river. Fortunately, Ste. 
Marie sits high above the mayhem and merely watches all this 
turmoil from a distance. And when it returns to its gentleness once 
again, the river attracts fishermen, boaters and other nature lovers. 
 
The Bounty Box at the Post Office  
During the spring, summer and early fall, a “bounty box” (often just 
an ordinary, easily-replaceable cardboard box!) sits outside the 
Sainte Marie post office. People who have an over-abundance of 
garden items (tomatoes, cucumbers, bulbs, plants, etc.) drop them 
off at the box for others to pick up. Former Ste. Marie residents 
know that the best time to come back to Sainte Marie is during July 
and August when the tomatoes are plentiful. They all agree – there’s 
no better tasting tomato in the whole world. And thanks to the 
Bounty Box, those tomatoes are available to all (if you arrive early 
enough in the morning before they’re all gone).  
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U. S.  POST OFFICE 

 
The Post Office (Zip code: 62459) is the place where everyone in Ste. 
Marie picks up his/her mail. It’s also the information center of the 
Village.   
 
If you have a question, Postmaster Kathy Yager probably knows the 
answer.  
 
Services of the post office include: 
-Money orders 
-Post office boxes 
-Packaging materials and large envelopes 
-International, express, priority mail 
 
Check out the bulletin board in the lobby for announcements, events, 
and information – such as when the county dumpster will be in Sainte 
Marie one day a month.  You can reach the postmaster at 455-3521. 

 
 

SPORTS 

 

The Village has a public swimming pool that is open during the summer 
months. Check the post office bulletin board for opening date and hours. 
The Community Club operates the swimming pool and has annual 
fundraisers to fund it. Volunteers are always needed to help with 
fundraising events, so call 455-3267 if you want to help. 
 
There are also tennis courts, a ball field with lights, children’s playground 
(at the elementary school), and a park where you can picnic under a 
pavilion.  
 
To reserve a pavilion or the ball field at Picquet Park, call 455-3575. 
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ORGANIZATIONS (continued) 

Sainte Marie Foundation – Founded in fall 2007, the Foundation supports 
Sainte Marie in its efforts to change and thrive. A historical museum is in 
the works. A historical house was given to the Foundation in the spring of 
2008. Many volunteers have worked to restore the house so it can be used 
as a place for visitors to Ste. Marie as well as a home for the new museum. 
Supporters are mainly people who grew up in Ste. Marie, but now live far 
away and still want to stay connected and support their old hometown. 
Volunteers are needed to help with the house as well as with special 
events. For further information, call 455-3227 or check the Foundation 
website www.saintemariefoundation.org 
 
Sainte Marie Community Club – This club has a very long history in Sainte 
Marie. In the past, leaders have led the very successful 1962 Quasqui- 
centennial and 1987 Sesquicentennial events.  Community Club members 
manage the swimming pool during the summer and raise funds year round 
to keep the pool going. They also plan social events that bring the 
community together. With help from the Sainte Marie Foundation, they 
welcome new residents to the village with a Welcome Bag full of 
information and goodies and also co-sponsor the Light Up the Village Kick-
off on the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  
 
Helpful Little Hands 4-H Club – This 4-H club is for both boys and girls, and 
the kids do everything from showing animals to cooking and 
crafts.  Meetings are at the Parish Center. Call Phil Steber 783-2259 or Ed 
Zwilling 455-3693. 
 
Home Extension –For information, call Jasper County Home Extension 783-
2521. 
 
PTO – Sainte Marie Elementary – Schools cannot be successful without 
Parent Teacher organizations. Call the elementary school for information 
455-3219. 
 
St. Mary’s – There are many church groups who work for the betterment 
of St. Mary’s. For example, the Quilting Ladies make quilts for the annual 
church picnic. Call the church office for information. 455-3155. 

http://www.saintemariefoundation/
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BUSINESSES 
-ASL Solutions ð A plastic molding shop, they make the plastic 

dog houses you see in various stores, such as Rural King. Stop in 

and visit if you want to see their operation. 455-3383 

 

-Don Hartrich Enterprisesð Owner Don Hartrich can fix anything ð 

especially good with motors. Heõs a real problem solver. 455-3548 
 

-DM Manufacturing Inc. ð Welding projects of all kinds, from the 

simplest to the most complex. They make a wonderful 

plastic/metal swing that you can buy direct from them. 455-3550 

 
-The Gas Station ð Besides gasoline, they have a very good mini-

market. Only place around that sells beer on Sundays. Grab an 

early cup of coffee. Open at 6 a.m. M-Sat.; 7a.m. on Sundays. 

455-3700 

 

-Hartrich Meats ð a place where you can get the best meat in the 
area. Their award-winning sausages are best sellers! Also, try their 

specialty items such as pickled beets, corn relish, etc. made by an 

Amish homemaker. Mini-grocery on site. Catering. 618-455-3172 

 

-Hi-Benders Tavern ð Housed in one of the oldest buildings in 
town (a hat shop in the early 1900õs), Hi-Benders is an old-time 

tavern with lots of personality. 455-3461 

 

-The Hideout ð Wonderful restaurant and bar. Open lunch and 

dinner except Sunday and Monday. People come from miles 

around to eat at this restaurant. For reservations 455-3379 
 

-Iris House Treatments ð Therapeutic massage treatments and 

facials given by Annette Reis Lynch, licensed skin care 

professional and massage therapist. Thurs. ð Sun. appointments. 

455-3243 
 

-Kevin Ochs Construction ð Need a handyman who has excellent 

carpentry skills? Call Kevin at 455-3641 or cell 618-562-3641 
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BUSINESSES (continued) 
-Kraus Sawmill ð A tradition in Sainte Marie which has had a saw 

mill from its earliest days. 

 

-Mont Eagle Mills Grain Elevator ð Every successful farm community 

needs a grain elevator, and Sainte Marie is no exception. 455-3202 

 
-Mont Eagle Mills Products ð Bird seed and feed grain for sale.  455-

3344 

 

-Old World Reflections ð Bob and Tammy Frye have a craft business 

that sells to select retailers all over the country. You can only buy 
their exquisite collectibles when they have their annual open house 

during Thanksgiving week. Call for exact details. 455-3524. 

 

-Parish Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning - Chad Parish bought 

the business from Ron Kirts (Alblinger and Kirts) and works out of 

the old A & K garage. 455-3110 
 

-Sainte Marie State Bank ð Sainte Marie is very fortunate to have its 

own family-owned bank. See them for checking and savings 

accounts, loans and bank deposit boxes.  The bank has a wonderful 

collection of oil paintings of historic Sainte Marie. 455-3355 
 

-Sandyõs Beauty Shop ð Sandy Hartrich is well known for the 

fabulous haircuts she gives her clients. 455-3575 

 

-Shaneõs Machine and Welding  - Have a small welding job? Call 

Shane 455-3004. 
 

-Sainte Marie Auctions ð Join the crowd on Friday night at 6:30 p.m. 

and participate in an auction where you are bound to find some 

great buys. At the four-way-stop. 

 



 


