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Volunteer of the Year 

Donna Keller, one of the Foundation Board members 

was recognized for being the Jasper County 

Volunteer of the Year at the Jasper County Chamber 

Banquet held recently. Donna was chosen because 

of the numerous hours she puts in as a volunteer for 

many organizations in Jasper County, but especially 

for our town of Sainte Marie. Among the 

organizations she volunteers for are the Sainte Marie 

American Legion Auxiliary, the Foundation, the 

Farmers Market, Foundation Museum, Sainte Marie 

Farmers Market, the town’s 150th and 175th 

celebrations, and the tremendously successful Cork 

and Pork Festival.  

 

Foundation House Museum  

Open House 

 

 

Our Foundation Board members are multi-talented! 

Mike Hartrich, vice-president of the board, taught in 

the Jasper County School District for many years. He 

taught English and history as well as coached many 

teams over the years. 

 One of the more difficult topics for his English 

students was poetry. He found the way to help 

students understand the concept more clearly was 

to use music as examples. One of the most 

memorable songs he used was “Bye, Bye, Miss 

American Pie” by Don McClean. They explored lyrics 

of songs for meaning. This resulted in the unit 

becoming a favorite of students….so much so that 

the Jasper County Chamber of Commerce sponsored 

an evening with Mr. Hartrich on March 1. Included in 

the price of the tickets was a dinner served by our 

favorite Hartrich Meats (with the inclusion of 

bunsteads iykyk) and a presentation by Mike 

explaining songs from the era. If you know Mike, you 

know there were many other topics up for 

discussion! Proceeds of over $1200 were donated to 

the Sainte Marie Foundation! Thanks Mike and the 

Jasper County Chamber of Commerce. 

 



Transitions 

Melvarose Ochs, March 27, 1957 – February 24, 
2024  
Melvarose attended Sainte Marie Schools and 
graduated from Newton Community High School 
with the class of 1975. Surviving are her sisters 
Marie and Sheila, and brother, Steve. 

Angela Geltz, November 11, 1930 – February 20, 
2024 
Angela was a longtime resident of Sainte Marie and 
a member of St. Mary’s of the Assumption  
Church. Surviving Angela are children, Dave, Patti, 
Pete, and Jerry. 
 
Joseph Zuber, May 30 – February 10, 2024 
Joe graduated with the NCHS class of 1970 and spent 
his early education at Sainte Marie schools. He is 
survived by siblings, Bernard, Gertrude, and Carolyn. 
 
John Barthelme, January 8, 1957 – March 1, 2024 
John is survived by two daughters, Sarah and Jessie, 
three grandchildren, and siblings Ed, Bob, Marsha, 
and Tom. 
 
 

 
 
 

Flower Basket Sponsorship 
 
It’s that time of year again! A summertime hallmark 
of Sainte Marie has been our beautiful flower 
baskets. Letters have been mailed out to previous 
donors, but it is not too late to sponsor a basket in 
honor of or in memory of a loved one. Please call 
Carolyn Keller at 618-455-3094 by March 15. 
 

 

Ramon Kocher, Wyatt Finn, Don Geltz, and Brad 

Slankard recently worked on installing an electronic 

sign at the Sainte Marie American Legion. The sign 

was purchased through the combined efforts of The 

Legion, Auxiliary, and the Sons of the American 

Legion, Post 932. 

In Memory of Pat Reis 

A reception honoring the life of the Foundation’s 
founder, Pat Reis, will be held on May 9 from 4 – 7 
at the Foundation House. An email will go out closer 
to the time. 
 

 
March 20, 1908, Sainte Marie Tribune 



 

Fall Cleanup 

Thanks to volunteers Karleeen Prosser, Spenser 

Lurkins, Norma Ochs, Phyllis Ochs, Donna Keller, and 

Mike, Janet, and Tony Hartrich for all the help with 

the Fall cleanup at the Foundation House. 

Watch for an announcement for Spring cleanup. 

Help will be needed! 

         

 

 

Mardi Gras Parade  

A Mardi Gras mini parade was held in Sainte Marie 

on February 10. Pictured are some of the entries. 

 

The Hill 

 

Bruce and Nancy Ochs 

 

Norma and David Ochs 

 

Cork and Pork 

 



Pieces of Heaven 

 

Quilting is an art born of necessity and becomes a 

treasure map of memories. I dare say most readers 

have early memories of an elder relative or neighbor 

working on a quilt. My great aunt always had a 

quilting frame set up in her house. I watched in awe 

as she would hand sew the tiniest stitches on the 

colorful, intricately designed fabric. 

Another favorite memory was the quilts that were 

raffled off at the Labor Day Picnic. One of the first 

stops (after the doll stand) was to see what beautiful 

quilts the ladies of the quilting circle had made that 

year. The ladies worked on these quilts for many 

months before the Picnic to ensure there would be 

at least one, often two, pieces to raffle.  

I am sure there were other places they gathered, but 

I remember Mildred Schmidt’s basement, Serena 

Kaufmann’s house, and the Parish Center as the 

center of their activity. 

While those memories are very strong, the fact is 

that those quilting ladies have gone before us. No 

longer can you find the group gathered at someone’s 

house or at the Church Hall. Unfortunately, this part 

of Sainte Marie history has come to an end. Now the 

raffle committee needs to depend on families to 

donate quilts or quilt tops their mother or 

grandmother made to be able to continue this very 

treasured tradition of the pre-Labor Day Picnic. 

Would you be able to help carry on this treasured 

tradition? If you have a quilt or quilt top you would 

be interested in donating, please contact Jane Bahl 

at 618-783-9010 or a Foundation Board member. 

 

One of the quilts made by the quilting ladies. 

Quilting entry for the 1987 Sesquicentennial Parade 

 

Raffle Booklet for the Pre-Labor Day Picnic 

More about Sainte Marie’s quilters in our next issue! 

 



Restaurants in Sainte Marie 

 

Sainte Marie is certainly blessed to have a great 

restaurant in town. Town Talk Restaurant & Bar will 

be celebrating their two-year anniversary in June! 

They have been a great addition to the village. The 

most popular menu item has been the fried catfish 

they serve daily. 

Besides catfish, they have daily specials that are 

posted on their Facebook page. We look forward to 

many more years of continued success for the 

Ederers. 

Writing about our current restaurant made me think 

of other Sainte Marie restaurants that have been in 

business.  

Many of us remember the Hideout which was in the 

former Hartrich Groceries store. They were in 

business for several years and provided the 

community with some wonderful food. 

Jim and Mary Knicley had a restaurant for a while in 

the former Alblinger and Kirts garage.  

It seemed at the turn of the 20th century many 

eating establishments popped up over night and 

were closed just as quickly. Business and food 

regulations were not as strict obviously! 

The number of restaurants also surprised me as I 

wondered who the customers were. Sainte Marie 

citizens have been known for their frugality, large 

families, and raising their own beef, pork, and 

chicken, as well as canning large amounts of 

vegetables from their gardens.  

Regardless of who ate there, there were quite a few 

around during the early 1900s. 

 

 
June 24, 1896, Newton Press 

 

 
February 02, 1902, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

 
July 31, 1903, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

February 6, 1903, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 



 

July 25, 1902, Sainte Marie Tribune 

January 03, 1903, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

June 03, 1904, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

 

September 25, 1903, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

February 26, 1906, Sainte Marie Tribune 



 

July 09, 1909, Sainte Marie, IL 

 

 

January 10, 1910, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

 

April 10, 1910, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

November 11, 1916, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 



Sainte Marie’s 

Greatest Generations 
Remembering those who have made our 

memories sweet and our Village strong. 

Herman and Emma Copper 

 

Herman and Emma Copper 

November 27, 1919 

One couple who blessed the village of Sainte Marie 

for many years was Herman and Emma Copper. They 

raised their family in a two-story farmhouse style 

white house on the south edge of town.  

Herman Henry Copper was born on June 4, 1899, the 

fourth child of William and Susan Zuber Copper. His 

siblings were Albert, Lula, Edwin, Leona, Cleora, 

Chloe, and Gilbert. 

Emma Mae Fehrenbacher, the daughter of Anthony 

and Mary E. Fehrenbacher, was born on February 28, 

1895. Her siblings were Urban, Howard, Raymond, 

Orville, twins Ruth and Roy, and Lenora. They lived 

on a farm west of Sainte Marie. 

Theirs was a true love story! Emma worked as a 

maid in Olney and met Herman at the Richland 

County Fair. Herman lived in Stringtown at the time 

and Emma was a Sainte Marie girl. Herman was at 

the age where he was looking for a livelihood and 

decided to move west to Iowa. His older brothers 

had moved there to pursue farming and Herman 

joined them. Emma bought a train ticket to Iowa, 

and she and Herman were married in Osage, Iowa on 

November 27, 1919. 

Their first child, Dolors (Brockett), was born there. 

The couple decided to move back to Illinois as they 

found the winters too cold for their liking! They 

loaded up their household and livestock and headed 

east on the train. Emma’s father, Anthony 

Fehrenbacher, met them at Boos Station. Their first 

home was in the bottoms of Sainte Marie north of 

Valbert Hill. They then moved where Joe and 

Georgianne Kocher’s place was located. Their final 

move was in 1942 to the place they would call home 

for the next 50+ years. The addition of daughter, 

Romonna Hunzinger Ochs, and son, Norman Copper, 

completed their family. 

Herman bought 40 acres in the river bottoms that 

was divided by the levee and also 40 acres south of 

“Indian Mound”, south and west of Sainte Marie, 

and then added 120 more acres near Dundas. This 

land is still in the family. He raised cows and pigs in 

addition to his crops. He farmed horses for many 

years, until he purchased a tractor in the 1940s. As 

many local farmers did during this time, he also grew 

tomatoes for Del Monte. The children used some of 

the money raised from the tomatoes for the daily 25 

cents bus fare to Newton Community High School.  

Herman raised sheep as a hobby after he retired. His 

nickname was “Kroger”. When his granddaughter, 

Sue Wheat, asked him where that came from, he 

told her it was from the kind of seed he planted. 

Come to find out it was from the homebrew he 

made!  
Emma had a big garden and loved to raise flowers, 

especially roses. She also had a large chicken yard 

and six cherry trees in the back of the house. Sue 

remembers the family getting together on Father’s 

Day every year and harvesting the cherries. Emma 

was a wonderful cook and canned much of the 

produce from her garden. She sewed the children’s 

and her clothing on a treadle sewing machine. She 

also loved cats! Sue loved to go to their house as 

often as she was allowed and remembers coming up 

to her grandma and giving big hugs from behind. 

Emma passed away on December 22, 1972. Herman 

lived for quite a few years in the same house they 

had lived in since 1942. He was able to stay at home 

since he had his granddaughter next door, and his 

daughter and son still lived nearby. Herman died at 

the age of 94 on August 15, 1993. They are buried in 



St. Mary’s Cemetery. Sainte Marie is a better place 

because of this couple and their family. 

 

Emma’s German’s Chocolate Cake Recipe 

 

 

Emma and Herman on their 50th anniversary in 1969 

        Old Time Recipes 

 

      From the Past 

 

March 27, 1895, Newton Press 

 

March 27, 1895, Newton Press 

 

May 12, 1916, Sainte Marie Tribune 

 



 
 

Eugene Hartrich  
1850-1904 

 
Eugene Leo Hartrich was the fourth of eight 
(living) children born to Theodore and Francoise 
(Frances) Chable Hartrich. He was born on 
September 24, 1850, on a farm about three miles 
west of Sainte Marie, the current David and 
Rhonda Keller residence.  
Tragedy struck the family in 1859 when Frances 
died four months after the death of her 9-month-
old son, August. A year later, Fanny, Eugene’s 
older sister died. The family was devastated. 
 Left with 7 children ranging in age from three to 
twelve, Theodore remarried his wife’s sister a 
short time after he was widowed. 
In 1871, the father of the large family, Theodore, 
passed away. The older children took it upon 
themselves to take care of their stepmother (aunt) 
and the younger children. 
According to letters from Eugene’s sister, Sister 
Mary John Berchman, the care of the youngest two 
girls, Octavia and Rosa, was left to her. She had 
joined the order of St. Joseph of Carondelet based 
in St. Louis, so the young girls moved to the city to 
go to school. Alphonse and Eugene, and later on 
brother, Paul, ran the farm and provided for the 
girls. At the time his sister, Elizabeth, was married 
to Xavier Picquet and had several children.  
In his late twenties Eugene began to show an 
interest in politics. He served on several local 
boards and committees before he decided to run 
for sheriff of Jasper County in 1879. He announced 
his candidacy to fill the remainder of the term of 
the previous sheriff who had resigned. The times 
being what they were, people felt very free to 
express their feelings about politicians! 
 
This notice appeared in the Newton Press: 

"Hartrich, the Republican candidate for sheriff, is 
to be pitied. If elected, he will be to bury. The mere 
prospect of an election (he will be defeated by 
over 300) has given him the big head so badly that 
he cannot possibly "survive the pressure." From 
his actions, one would naturally suppose that he is 
a "mighty ruler of four kingdoms", and that the 
future prosperity of the people "hinges" on his 
election to the office of sheriff.” (October, 1879 
Newton Press) 

 
And this, “Hartrich talks democratic when he is 
with democrats, and republican when he is with 
republicans, and with the independents he is an 
independent, and announces both parties as 
corrupt.” 
 
“Our Fox township correspondent presents 
Eugene Hartrich, the independent-democratic-
republican- “anything”-candidate-sheriff, pretty 
well. He still claims five million majority in 
Granville Township.`` 
 
“Hartrich was raised in wealth and it gives him the 
“big head” notwithstanding he is now as poor as a 
church mouse if his debts were paid. His property, 
both personal and real, is under mortgage to avoid 
the payment of his debts.”  
“Hartrich is a haughty, proud, big-headed, 
Frenchman, and is a democrat, independent, 
republican, or any thing else for office.” 
 

 
10-29-1879 Newton Press 

 

 
 

10-29-1879 Newton Press 



 
October 29, 1879 Newton Press 

 

 
October 15, 1879, Newton Press 

 
Despite the naysayers, he ended up winning the 
election. In a subsequent issue of the Newton Press, 
he thanked his supporters for their faith in him.  
(Reminder…at the time, women were not allowed to 
vote.) 

 

 
November 4, 1879, Newton Press 

 
2-25-1880 Newton Press 

 
1880 was a very eventful year for Eugene. Not 
only was he sheriff, in April of that year, he 
married a very beautiful Sainte Marie lady, Pauline 
Picquet. Pauline was the daughter of Dr. James and 
Mrs. Marie Schifferstein Picquet. 
Of course the press had plenty to say about that! 
 

 
May 26, 1880 Robinson Const. 

 

 
Pauline Picquet Hartrich 

 

 
04-24-1880 Newton Press 

 

 



Eugene’s term lasted for only one year, but during 
that time he seemed to redeem himself in the eyes 
of the public. 
 

 
12-1-1880 Newton Press 

 
He and Pauline moved back to the farm that he and 
his brothers, Paul and Alphonse, inherited upon the 
death of their father. Eugene eventually bought out 
his brothers. 

 

 
 

 
 09-14-1881 Newton Press   
  

 

 
04-04-1902 Sainte Marie Tribune 

 

 
September 20, 1880, Newton Press 

 

 
December 18, 1895, Newton Press 

 

 
December 18, 1895, Newton Press 

 
The young couple had a baby boy in 1883, Edwin 
Theodore, who died a little over a year later. Their second 
child, Edwin Eugene, was born in 1886. He moved to the 
Chicago area and was involved in real estate. He died in 
1954. 
Born in 1888, Eugene Leo was their third son and last child. 
Pauline died a few days after his birth from pneumonia. 
Eugene was raised in Missouri by his uncle and aunt, 
Alphonse and Marie Picquet Hartrich in the St. Louis area. 
He was also involved in real estate and died in August of 
1948. 

 

 
February 22, 1888, Newton Press 

 



 
02-29-1888  Newton Press 

 
Heartbroken, Eugene sold the farm to his brother, 
Paul, and moved to Sainte Marie. From what can 
be obtained from records, he bought the house 
where the Foundation is now housed. 
He turned his attention to his son and the growing 
sawmill he and Chris Jackson, a friend and local 
entrepreneur, owned.  
 

 
01-26-1886  Newton Press 

 

 
11-25-1892 Decatur Herald 

 
Business was booming as many citizens of the area 
were in need of quality building materials. But the 
wood was not just sold locally. Many feet of the 
sawed lumber were sold to businesses in places such 
as St. Louis and Evansville. 
Due to ill health, Chris Jackson sold his part of the 
business to William Beck of Evansville in 1895. They 
remained partners for several years, until the 
partners sold ⅓ interest in the mill to Joseph Miller. 
Beck sold out in 1898 at which time the mill became 
known as Hartrich and Miller until the death of 
Eugene in 1904. 

 
 
 

 
05-20-1886  Newton Press    

 

 
 

 
03-03-97 Newton Press 

 

 
06-30-1897 Newton Press 

 

 
01-27-1897  Newton Press 



 
                     12-25-1897 Newton Press  

 

 
07-06-1898 Newton Press 

 

 
12-14-1898 Newton Press 

 

 
09-10-1901 Newton Press 

 
 

 
07-06-1898 Newton Press 

 
While the business was very successful there were 
many injuries ranging from minor to very serious in 
the very dangerous operation.  

 
new

 
12-20-1898 Newton Press 

 

 
04-28-1897 Newton Press 

 

 
08-18-1897 Newton Press 

 

Eugene continued his interest in politics after his 
short stint as sheriff. He was township supervisor 
from 1891 through 1896 and Chairman of the Board 
of Supervisors for several years. He also served on 
the school board and was vice-president of the 
Jasper County Fair. His name was even mentioned as 
a candidate for representative in 1896. 

 



 
04-15-1893 Newton Press 

 

 
 

 
March 27, 1895  Newton Press 

 

 
April 15, 1896 Newton Press 

 
January 15, 1896 Newton Press 

 
Eugene continued to raise his son, Edwin, dabble in 
politics, and oversee the sawmill business. In 1904, 
he was struck ill suddenly and never fully recovered. 
He died on May 14, 1904. In his relatively short life 
of 54 years, he obviously accomplished quite a bit.  

 

 
May 19, 1904, Olney Times 


