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A Ste. Marie Vintage Christmas
FOUNDATION MUSEUM EXHIBIT 2021
A new exhibit at the Ste. Marie Foundation Museum is
receiving its finishing touches! The exhibit, opening in
early Spring will be focused on Christmas in the Ste.
Marie Village. Foundation Board members Donna
Keller, Sharon Tuttle, Norma Ochs, and Mike Hartrich
have been working tirelessly to make the Foundation
House appear as if you walked into a home celebrating
Christmas from the past. From a table set for Christmas
dinner to many decorated trees, the house appears
ready to celebrate the most wonderful time of the year.
Loans of vintage Christmas items are still being
accepted. Still needed are greeting cards, family
Christmas pictures, family Christmas recipes,
ornaments, sheet music, Christmas jewelry, linens, and
items with a vintage vibe.
Opening dates will be soon announced. Appointments
to see the almost complete display will be also taken if
you would like to view the exhibit sooner or at a
different time than listed hours. Please contact Mike
Hartrich or Donna M. Keller on the Ste. Marie Illinois
Facebook page.

More Museum pictures on last two pages

Cork and Pork is Back!
The Cork and Pork Festival is back on for Summer 2021.
Board members and interested persons decided to hold
the immensely popular event barring a ruling from the
Governor banning gathering of large crowds.
The Board has decided to run a condensed version of
the Festival on Saturday, July 10. The day will begin with
the annual Cork and Pork John Lybarger Memorial Jeep
Run around 1:00 p.m. with the Festival to begin at
Picquet Park at 5:00 pm. The menu will include
America’s Cut Chop, Pulled Pork Nachos and Hartrich
Meats famous porkburger. There will also be wine
tasting, live music, and a beer garden There is a $10
charge to attend the Festival. You must be over 21. (Be
sure you have your ID!)
Further plans will be made at a 7:00 p.m. meeting on
Wednesday, February 3 at the Ste. Marie American
Legion Post 973.
Profits made from the Cork & Pork Festival are given
back to various local community groups. The Cork &
Pork Festival, started by the Sainte Marie Foundation,
is one of its big fundraisers of the year, along with the
Hanging Flower Basket Project. Many local
organizations also receive funding from the Festival.

Music Fills the Air

Ste. Marie Foundation House at Night

Ste. Marie Sports New
Christmas Decorations
Christmas cheer was certainly in the air in Ste. Marie this
December. With the background of an enchanted Christmas
village, several residents spread good cheer by singing carols
around town.
Carolers were:
Layla Kuhl, Jane Geltz, Brooke, Briar and Bradlie Hill, Bree
and Aria Bosel, Ashley Sheppard-Kistner, Donna Keller,
Mariah Boldrey, Sharon Tuttle, Nancy Ochs, Norma Ochs,
Carolyn Barthelme, Nicole Nelms Marshall, and April Goss.

Ste. Marie Dresses
up for Christmas
Ste. Marie joined the rest of Jasper County in welcoming the
Christmas season with lots of lights, wreaths, and shiny
ornaments. All around the county, homes and businesses put
up special Christmas displays to celebrate the holiday. New in
2020 were displays in Peterson Park and the Old Mill Bridge
in Newton. The Culp family, Becky and Kevin Catt and
Donnie and Bonnie Kraus also had large Christmas displays
for the enjoyment of young and old alike.
Norma Ochs, Sharon Tutttle and Donna M. Keller decorated
the old hardware window, the outside of the Legion, the
Municipal building, and the Foundation House. Others who
contributed were Nancy Ochs (Bruce), Ron Kirts, Bob Keller,
Jack Thompson, Larry Boss Goss, Roy Tuttle, Mindy Hartke,
and of course all the people in the community who
decorated! A big THANK YOU to the Cork & Pork Festival,
The Sainte Marie Foundation, Village of Sainte Marie, Ron &
Carolyn Kirts, Carolyn Keller, Diann Lybarger, Barb Eaton,
Roberta Menke, and Angie Zuber for their monetary
donations to help with the decorating expenses.
Thank you to Donna M. Keller for all her help with current
event content!

Fourteen battery operated 48” double-sided wreaths were
put on the hanging flower baskets hangers during Christmas.
The wreaths were enjoyed by many both during the day and
at night. Thank you to following for donations: Cork & Pork
Festival $1000, The Sainte Marie Foundation $700 and the
Village of Sainte Marie covered the balance of around $700.

Decorations on the Old Mill Bridge in Newton

Belles of Sainte Marie
1962 Quasquicentennial
Instead of matching nicknames to Ste. Marie residents, Iet’s
go back 59 years to the 125th anniversary of Ste. Marie’s
founding. These beauties were featured in the celebratory
history book written by Mayme Hartrich. Can you name
them? Answers on the back page.

Just like the old times!

Ste. Marie Tribune 01.09.1914

Ste. Marie Tribune 11.01.1901

James and Sylvia Picquet
Sainte Marie’s Greatest Generations
Remembering those who have made our
memories sweet and our village strong.

The way a child sees things and remembers is very curious.
Sometimes when you look back as an adult, you realize you
were way off base; things were a lot smaller than you
thought, people had different demeanors than you
remember, the house you could have sworn was in the
middle of the block was, in fact, on the corner. But
sometimes, you were spot on! Such is the case of my
memories of Jim and Sylvia Picquet.
As children of the sixties and seventies growing up in Ste.
Marie, we were expected to listen, observe, and not ask too
many questions! Because of this, I learned to take a lot in
visually. One of my strongest memories is watching Sylvia
Picquet taking care of the altar, vestments, and sacraments at
St. Mary’s Church. I remember watching her closely lay
everything out that Father would need. And it was the way
she did it! She was the most humble, reverent person alive in
my eyes. She had such a graceful, respectful air to her. And I
was proud to have her in charge of all things holy!
I really did not have too much other interaction with the
couple, except they always had a friendly hello and wave
when I would ride my bicycle past, and I knew my mother
said we were related. But the memories of watching her in
church really stuck with me!
James (Jim) Picquet was born in Ste. Marie on November 25,
1881. He was the son of Xavier and Elizabeth Hartrich
Picquet. His father was a Civil War veteran and quite a bit
older than his wife, Elizabeth. Interesting side note: the name
James has been used for the last eight generations in the
Picquet line and probably more.
Jim would have been about 17 when his father passed away.
He grew up in the Picquet’s large home built by his
grandfather, Jacques Picquet. This is where Tony and Janet
Hartrich’s garage is now. He worked on the family farm and
helped support the large family still at the house which would
have included his mother, Elizabeth, sisters Ruth, Elise, and
Julia, Julia’s husband John Hynes, and their son, Stanley, and
his two brothers, Henry, and Walter. James loved to play
baseball and was quite a pitcher is his day.

The Beck side of Sylvia’s family was originally from Strasborg,
the same area of Alsace as the Picquets and Schiffersteins.
John William Beck and Alice Bess Schoenlaub were Sylvia’s
parents. They then moved to Indiana, lived awhile in Newton
where Sylvia was born and then on to Memphis. These
families knew each other at least by the early 1900s.
When Jim was in his thirties, he was sent to Memphis to learn
the lumber trade. His cousins, the Schiffersteins, owned a
lumber yard in Olney where they sold among other woods,
walnut from the grand woods around Ste. Marie. These trees
would have been harvested and processed at the Ste. Marie
sawmill. (This mill was first owned by the Picquets and then
run by Eugene Hartrich and Joseph Miller.) These beautiful
planks of walnut were taken down the Mississippi to
Memphis and on to New Orleans. There they were sold and
traded for Honduran mahogany. The Memphis operation was
run by the Beck family. Sylvia’s brother, Albert, lived in
Guatemala and had a business interest in lumber there and in
Honduras for a time. He was the connection for the trading
the wood. Jim was soon introduced to one of the Beck
daughters, Sylvia. They were married shortly after in June
1919. While in Tennessee, their three children were born:
Martha Ruth, James, and Eugene. Jim at one time also
worked as a mechanic in Memphis.

Jim and Sylvia

During the Depression they returned to Ste. Marie, and Jim
was offered the lumber from the old Geltz Hotel if he would
see to the demolition of the building. The hotel was on the
intersection of Embarras and Washington Streets. Jim was
given the land across the street, and this is where he built his
family a home from the wood he salvaged. The house still
stands today.

Jim with the tennis racquet on his shoulder. The Picquet house had
tennis courts east of the house. 1910

The Geltz Hotel in 1910

Ji
Jim in baseball uniform
The house Jim built from salvaged lumber from the Geltz Hotel.

Jim was known for his vegetable garden. He had a large
asparagus patch and would sell it for 10 cents a pound. He
also shared produce from his exceptionally large garden with
Ste. Marie residents. The rest of the garden’s bounty was
canned and put away for the winter. He also worked on many
of his neighbor’s and friend’s cars in a small garage on the
property. Jim was also the janitor at the church and did many
odd jobs around town.
Sylvia spent much of her time ironing and caring for the
vestments used in the daily masses at the church. Grandson
Jim remembers when they came up from Texas to visit their
grandparents, Grandpa Jim and his dad, Eugene, would sit in
the backyard listening to ballgames and watering the garden.
Jim and Sylvia were quiet, humble people who did not need
much to be happy. They rarely traveled anywhere but to
Newton to visit Jim’s sisters. They were grandparents of
eight. He died in 1972 at the age of 91 and Sylvia died in
1997 at the age of 97. They are buried in St. Mary’s
Cemetery.

Ste. Marie Tribune 1908

The Gas Station
Has New Owners
After seventeen years of ownership by Jack & Marge
Thompson and Julie Warfel, The Gas Station was sold at the
first of the year to Jorrie and Stuart Heiser. The couple
bought the former home of Gene and Eufala Bigard last year
and decided to buy the station in their new hometown. No
big changes are being planned for the time being. They want
to continue to give the same great service the establishment
provided under the former owners. Welcome to the
community and best wishes for continued success!

New Business in the Bend
The SKY Saloon also had an eventful beginning the first of the
year. It is owned by Scott and Karen Yager. The saloon is
situated where Valentine Krause built a large brick house in
1870. More on this special house in the next newsletter.
Besides cold beverages, they are also serving pizza from Joe’s
Pizza in Newton. Along with the bar, they also own and
operate Yager Well Service/Yager Construction and, recently
opened Sky Real Estate Services, LLC. The Sainte Marie
Foundation welcomes the Yagers to the area business
community and wishes them the best of luck in their newest
ventures!

Not Sure what is implied?
Ste. Marie Tribune 02.02.1917

Railroad Short Lived
in Ste. Marie
During the establishment of Jasper County, Ste. Marie
was once considered to be the county seat. Ste. Marie
had many fine businesses and was advanced in its
design. However, Newton had a railroad and that was
the determining factor of making that city the place of
central government.
In 1870, the C. H. & D railroad was brought through our
village. The men of the area spent many backbreaking
volunteer hours placing the ties and laying the rails so
their community could be connected to areas beyond
that of Ste. Marie. Soon huge shipments of lumber,
livestock, grain, and other goods made the investment
worthwhile. Ste. Marie residents were able to receive
items from all over and were also able to travel to other
areas much more easily. There were two freight trains
and two passenger trains daily. C. E. Lamotte built a
successful grain mill by the railroad, but when it burned
in 1912, it was not replaced.
Judging from news articles in the Ste. Marie Tribune,
the rails were in much need of repair and not reliable
for shipments or transportation.
The railroad lasted less than fifty years as WWI became
a reality to the small village. Men and boys were
headed off to war, fewer shipments were coming
through, and the steel was needed for the war effort.
The line that our ancestors had worked so hard to lay,
was taken up.

L to R Esther Hartrich, Mayme Huber, Olivia Hartrich
in front of Ste. Marie Depot ca 1915

Fastest Man in the World
Native of Ste. Marie
Emmanuel Victor Schifferstein, son of early settlers
Theodore and Marie Therese (Picquet) Schifferstein was
born in September of 1860 in Ste. Marie. Upon reaching
adulthood, he moved to St. Louis, and then proceeded to
journey to San Francisco. Victor’s claim to fame came at the
age of 27 when he broke the World’s record in the 100-yard
dash.
With his only training coming after his day’s work at a
clothing store, he was certainly an amateur in the field. He
first started competing in games sponsored by the Olympic
Club in San Francisco. In his first run in August 1887, he easily
defeated the more experienced runners.
In the Eastern Championship Games held in St. Louis in 1888,
he established a time of 9.8 in the 100-yard run. This was a
new world record for an amateur and tied the professional
world record. He was very competitive in the long jump, also.
Not much is known of Victor (Mannie) after his recordbreaking run.
He lived to the old age of 87. He is buried alongside his family
in the Haven Hill cemetery in Olney.

From the Daily Alto California .09.17.1888

San Francisco Examiner 10.20.1943
Chicago Tribune 08.26.1888

The White School

Education has always been important to the residents of Ste.
Marie. One of the schools most people alive today remember
is the White School. Located in the southeast corner of the
church block, it was built in 1922 at a cost of around $4000
and was 64 feet wide by 24 feet wide. It consisted of two
classrooms on the first floor with a basement. In 1916, voters
approved the establishment of a two-year high school. It was
first housed in the Weber Hardware store on Main Street
and was then moved to one of the rooms in the newly
constructed school. The other room housed public school
grades 1 through 8. In the opening year of 1922 Merle D.
Yost taught the freshman and sophomore classes while
Christine Alblinger taught the elementary classes. In later
years, Miss Alblinger switched to the high school and taught
there for many years. Later restrooms were added to the
school. Upon consolidation of Jasper County schools in 1947,
the 5th, 6th, and 7th grades were housed here. 1 – 4th and 8th
grades were in the brick school just north of the school and
the high school classes were moved to Newton. When the
new school was built in 1966, the building was bought by the
Village and used as the Town Hall and voting place. The
building was later torn down to make way for the new parish
center. Some of the light fixtures in the school were taken
down and are now in the Ste. Marie Foundation house.
Mention of the school brings about many treasured
memories from former students. Many remember Vince
Keller teaching 5th and 6th grades while Henry Kirts and then
Mrs. Dorothy Leffler taught 7th grade. Industrial art classes
were conducted on one side of the basement while band and
music classes were held on the other. The music classes were
first taught by Mrs. Genevieve Wilson and then by Mrs.
Marilyn Maginn. Many remember learning folk songs such as
“She’ll Be Coming Around the Mountain”, “Home on the
Range, and “This Land is your Land”. Mrs. Maginn also
slipped in some of the current favorites by the Beatles,
Herman’s Hermits, and The Monkees.
The basement was also used for recess on those days that did
not allow students to go outside. The most popular activity
on those days was dancing to records. Judy Millsap and

Ginger Robins remembered fondly how fun that was. Judy
added that when a slow dance came on, she nervously
wondered if a boy would ask her to dance.
Playground equipment consisting of slides, teeter totters,
monkey bars, and swings were on the north side of the school
which adjoined St. Mary’s parking lot and the playground of
the brick school. As there was not a kitchen in the school,
students raced to the basement of the brick school during all
kinds of weather to receive their hot lunches, while others
walked home for lunch.
Jean Regas remembers that her parents sometimes housed
an older girl from the countryside during the week. The girls
could attend school and her mother had someone to help her
after school.
Building snow forts and having teachers sometimes join in
snowball fights is something Mike Hartrich remembers. Mr.
Keller reading a chapter out of the current chapter book after
recess each day, and Mr. Kirts “forgetting” to ring the recess
bell on time were fond memories.
Speaking of bells, Jim Hahn remembers how exciting it was to
be the one who pull the rope for the bell for the day. White
pines and a brick sidewalk were on the east with several trees
on the west.
Vicki Kocher tells of one Halloween when some girls took the
rope that pulled the bell so that the bell would not ring the
following day. Sister Rosemary was not amused. Nor were
parents at home!
Students spend a lot of time at school over the course of their
childhood. The schoolhouses they attend account for many
memories they hold onto for a lifetime. The White School
was a place where many of those special memories were
made.

Graduating Class of 1944 (Sophomores)

A Sainte Marie Vintage
Christmas Museum Exhibit

The table is ready for Christmas dinner!
Recognize these? The bells and lanterns used to hang
over the four way (3 way for some of us) stop for many
years. They were repurposed to hang along the access
ramp at the Foundation House.

Santas on loan from Ann Harding.

Yikes!

The Perfect Christmas Hostess

Belles of Ste. Marie answers:
Top Row: Celeste Schmidt, Barbara Wagner, Kathy Gowin, Ann Moran
Second Row: Carolyn Wagner, Rita Fisher, Mary Ellen Kocher, Glenda Reis
Third Row: Kathy Ritz, Mary Lou Hahn, Sharon Keller, Mary Ruth Hartrich
Bottom Row: Jean Keller

